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The paper deals with the associative postposition in the Saharan
SOV language, Kanuri. A unified analysis of all of the environ-
ments in the language in which this morpheme (or its homophone)
occurs is presented. An explanation is provided for the uses of
the associative jn existential predicates, phrases of accompani-
ment, noun phrase conjunction, etc. It is proposed that the
same postposition occurs as a topic marker and as a subordinat-
ing conjunction for a wide range of adverbial clauses. Its use
to mark direct object pronouns is related to its function as a
topic marker, and thus it is argued that Kanuri has no accusa-
tive case marker. The paper ends by underlining the signifi-
cance of the proposed relation between topic constructions and
certain adverbial clause constructions (including conditionals)
in Kanuri, since similar relations have recently been document-
ed for other languages.
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1. Introduction

It is the purpose of this paper to present a linguistic description of the
full range of syntactic environments in which the Kanuri associative postposi-
tion +(C+)a occurs and to use this description to explain the seemingly in-
congruous spectrum of roles that it assumes. Because of the apparent incon-
gruity of one morpheme having all of the functions described here, earlier
treatments of Kanuri grammar have proposed instead three or four different
morphemes. Among the titles ascribed to the various morphemes, here described
as one, are those of a suffix to the noun producing derived adjectives, a con-
Junction joining noun phrases, an accusative case marker, and a conditional
clause subordinator. At the level of the postpositional phrase, some of its
most obvious functions suggest its designation as a "comitative case marker",
and only in a recent treatment of Kanuri syntax did it come to be referred to
as the "associative postposition" [Hutchison 1976:12]. It will here be demon-
strated that this postposition functions not only at the level of the post-
positional phrase but also as a subordinating conjunction in an interesting
variety of subordinate clause constructions of Kanuri. The paper will con-
centrate on an effort to establish a basic meaning for the associative mor-
pheme and to show how this meaning predictably interacts with constituents in
the various syntactic enviromments in which it occurs. Thus all of the mean-
ings that it takes on in translation will be shown to be predictable reflexes
of its basic meaning and a given syntactic environment.

The suggestion that these functions are all carried out by one morpheme
in Kanuri should not be surprising given the many such unseeming relationships
that have been documented in so many other languages. In Bambara, for example,
the conjunction ni 'and' has a number of comitative functions. When it in-
troduces a postpositional phrase it takes on various associative, means, and
semi-instrumental meanings. When it occurs in construction-initial position
before a clause, it functions as a subordinating conjunction translatable in
English by 'if ...'. 1In Hausa, the morpheme da has all (and more) of the
comitative meanings at the phrase level, including associative, instrumental,
means, existential, and also a variety of crucial functions at the clause/

sentence level. The latter include the introduction of relative clauses, tem-
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poral completive 'when' clauses, certain 'since' and 'because' type clauses,
and other roles as well [Abraham 1968:153-55]. According to Abraham, at
least, all of these functions are carried out by one morpheme da .

In English, the functions of the words 'with', 'if', and 'when' are rath-
er exclusively restricted, limited to specific syntactic environments, with
little if any overlap. It should be noted, however, that the preposition
'with' does also function like a subordinator when it introduces reduced
subordinated clauses with nonfinite verb forms as in 'with Sally gone, we
were finally able to relax'. This is nearly synonymous with 'since Sally
had gone, we were finally able to relax'. In general, however, the exis-
tence in languages like English of the subordinating conjunctions 'when' and
'if', the associative/instrumental 'with', and the correlative conjunction
'and', may contribute to the feeling of the apparent unlikelihood that these
and other meanings could be handled by a single morpheme in a given language,

as will be proposed here with regard to the Kanuri associative.

2. Kanuri Typology and the Phonology of the Associative

Kanuri is a Saharan language of the Nilo-Saharan family and is a strict
verb-final language. With very few exceptions, the SOV order is maintained
throughout, with OSV being the only permissible variant in most environments.
Kanuri has a complete system of postpositions and no prepositions. Among
the postpositions are those which also function as subordinating conjunc-
tions and complementizers, always in clause or embedded sentence final posi-
tion. In noun phrases, the head noun precedes, with possessives, adjectives,
and determiners following, usually in that order. Thus in relative clause
constructions the order is 1) head nouns, 2) relative clause, 3) determiners.
Matrix sentences are normally preceded by their complements and subordinate
clauses. The associative postposition will be shown to be one of the post-
positions which also functions as a subordinating conjunction.

The wide range of English translations that the associative takes on as
a function of different syntactic environments is comparable to that of da
in Hausa. However, Hausa da 1is always phonologically autonomous and easily
recognizable in all of its occurrences. In Kanuri, the inherent typological

ordering and the phonology of the associative combine to make it more diffi-
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cult to consistently distinguish the Kanuri associative morpheme. The pleth-
ora of suffixes and the inevitable stacking of determiners, adjectives, post-
positions, and subordinators at the end of words, phrases and clauses, make
it sometimes virtually impossible to distinguish certain morphemes. The pho-
nological shape of the associative contributes greatly to this problem.

The basic phonological structure of the associative can be depicted as
+(C+)a , but the phonetic realization of this basic form is conditioned by
the final element of the preceding morpheme. After a final consonant, the
(C+) of the associative +(C+)3d assimilates to the consonant preceding it.
(1) ko kasdm +ma 'it is breezy today'

today breeze ASSOC
After a front vowel the (C+) is realized as the semivowel vy

(2) nji  +a  (njiya) 'it is raining’

water ASSOC
After a back vowel, (C+) 1is realized as the semivowel w

(3)  kdmld+nzd sidré +3  (s0rdéwa) 'his wife is pregnant'
wife his stomach ASSOC

After a central vowel, (C+) has no phonetic realization:

(L) yim 14dd +3 'on Sunday'

day Sunday ASSOC
In the Standard Kanuri Orthography (SKO), the associative is written simply
as +a after any vowel, as in 2-U above, and as +a after the assimilated
geminate consonant after any consonant final morpheme, as in 1 above. Tt is

always written as part of the word to which it is suffixed.

3. Syntax and Semantics of the Associative in the Simple Sentence

The underlying unity of most of the "meanings' taken on by the associa-
tive postposition is made apparent in this section. That it in some way
predicates the existence of the noun phrase it marks and usually relates
that noun phrase to some other constituent is the common characteristic of
its meaning in thé simplest as well as the most highly restricted syntactic
environment described here. It is relational and in many environments de-

termines the syntactic and semantic relationship between two noun phrases.
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The analysis begins with examples in which the associative occurs in sentence-
final position, having the entire sentence within its syntactic scope. The
discussion then proceeds to examine and relate the meanings of the associa-
tive in more restricted environments, with its progressively restricted syn-
tactic scope reflected in its meaning. In each of the following subsections,
the phrase structure of the construction type under consideration is present-
ed schematically, and this is followed by a discussion with relevant exam-

ples.1

3.1. The associative postposition as a predicate of existence.

PS: S = NP ASSOC, where normally NP = N

The constituent structure under consideration here allows for one NP,
which is the subject of such a construction, and the associative postposition,
which functions as the predicate. While this syntactic environment does not
represent the most common use of the associative, it does reveal its basic
existential meaning in a clearly unencumbered environment. The meanings
that it takes on in more intricate syntactic environments can be understood

on the basis of its syntactic role and meaning in this very basic context.

(5) tdmi+a 'there is hope'
hope ASSOC
(6) njt +a 'there is water, it is raining'

water ASSOC

1Throughout the paper, the following abbreviations are used in the text
and in glossing the examples.

ASSOC associative postposition 1S first person singular
+ morpheme boundary 28 second person singular
PS phrase structure 3S third person singular
NP noun phrase 1P first person plural

N noun 2P second person plural
S sentence ) third person plural
SKO Standard Kanuri Orthography NEG negative

ADV adverb DET determiner +dé

POSS possessive pronoun suffix IMPER imperative

IMPERF imperfect verb aspect OBJ object

PRF perfect verb aspect VP verb phrase

PST past tense



326 Studies in African Linguistics 11(3), 1980

(7) daltl +13 'there is a reason'
reason ASSOC

(8) kAuslU+a 'there is heat, it is hot out'
heat ASSOC

(9) njt +3; rénggé Isdkdny 'it was raining; I couldn't come'

can/1S SEQ come/1S NG PRF

Since no constituents precede the associative postpositional phrase in exam-
ples (5-9), the existence of the associative marked noun phrase is predicat-
ed in relation to the world, nature, the universe, etc. Thus in such non-
verbal environments, the syntactic scope of the associative postposition is
the entire sentence.

When preceded by an adverbial of time or place, associative predicates
like those in (5-9) are thereby qualified. The PS of such constructions can
be depicted as S = ADV NP ASSOC. In this environment, the existence or
presence of the associative marked NP is no longer in association with the
universe but rather related only to the time or place described by the ad-
verbial. Such constructions assert that the time or place is characterized
by the associative marked NP.

Preceded by a time adverbial, this construction is often used to des-

cribe the weather at a given time, or any other prevalent or existing condi-

tion.

(10) kd kdkU+3 'it is cold out today'
today cold ASSOC

(11) k3mdnde kdnd +a 'there is hunger/famine this year'
this year hunger ASSOC

(12) ko sdla+a wa? 'is there prayer today?'

today prayer ASSOC Q

Preceded by a locative expression, this construction is used to describe
something which characteristically exists in a place. Such constructions

may have a possessive connotation as is demonstrated in (13).2

2Tukas [1937:23] treated examples of the type included in this section
as instances of "derived adjectives".
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(13) nd +nzd+n kidngdna+a 'there is money at his place/he has
place his at money  ASSOC got money'
(14) ngawlré+nzé+n kdnnd+a 'its tail is on fire'

tail its at fire ASSOC

(15) f&n +nzd+n kasam+ma 'it is breezy at his house'
house his at breeze ASSOC

(16) gddf  kanddi +bd+lan zdnnd+a
source patience of at paradise ASSOC

'there is paradise at the source of patience'

Another way in which the predicates of existence here under consideration
may be qualified is by a preceding NP. The PS of such constructions can be
depicted as S = NPx NPy ASSOC, where NPy + Ny (+POSSX). The possess-
ive suffix which may modify Ny is coreferential with the construction-initial
NPx' Here the associative predicate of existence asserts the existence of
NPy in association with NPx' Further, when POSSx occurs, the associative as-
serts the existence of NPy either as a possession of NPx or as a character-
istic of NPx' This syntactic environment produces sentences describing phy-

sical sensations, (pre)occupation, ownership, or possession.

(17) a. MAdU kdna+a '"Modu is hungry'
hunger ASSOC
b. MEdu kdnd+nzd+3 '"Modu is hungry'
his
c. (shf) kdnd+nzd+a '(he) he is hungry'
) whjir+ny(+a 'I am on business/I have got business to do'

(19) nya+nzd+a 'he has his plans/he intends to do so'
( cfda+ndé+a 'we have work to do/we are busy'

In environments like the above involving a noun of physical sensation or
(pre)occupation, the construction with the possessive suffix is apparently
synonymous with that without it.

In describing ownership and possession, the associative predicates the
existence of Ny with its owner NPX. NPX may be represented by POSSX within
NPy. The occurrence of POSSX, with or without NPX, implies NPx's title to
or ownership of Ny. In the following example, in the absence of‘POSSX, tem-

porary possession is implied.
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(21)  (kd) M8du keké+d '"Modu has a bicycle (today)'

In 21, permanent ownership or title is not entailed, whereas it is in examples

22 and 23.

(22) MSEdU kéké+nzd+a '"Modu has/owns a bicycle'
(23) ki MAdlU kéké+nzd+a 'Modu has his bicycle with him today'

When the coreferent antecedent NPX is a personal pronoun, the independent
pronoun in construction-initial position becomes optional, and is normally

omitted in non-emphatic environments.

(2h)  kéké+nzd+a 'he has/owns a bicycle'

(25) (nyf) f8r+ndm+ma wé? 'do you have/own a horse?'
horse your ASSOC

(26) awd  +ndm +m3 'you own things/you are well off'
thing your ASSOC

(27) $érd 4dd  kwa +nzd +a 'this girl is married/has her husband'
girl this husband her ASSOC

(28) kém 4dd dfm! +nz8 miya +3 "this man owns one hundred sheep'
man this sheep his 100  ASSOC

This same constituent structure may be used for descriptive purposes when no
question of ownership or title is involved. In such cases, the coreferent

POSSX is unnecessary and normally omitted.

(29) dé1d  ydmga bdItu +bé +3 'the jackal has the audacity of the hyena'
Jackal audacity hyena of ASSOC

(30) kdml+nz8 sird +3 'his wife is pregnant (has a stomach)'
wife his stomach ASSOC

3.2. The associative postpositional phrase within the noun phrase.

PS: NP = N N ASSOC
X ble y

The constituent structure of the noun phrases treated in this section
normally occurs in the environment of a verbal sentence. Nx in this struc-
ture is characteristically without any determiner element, in its role as
head noun of the noun phrase. Any noun phrase determiners occur after the

associative postposition, as do any function markers indicating the function
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of the entire noun phrase in the verbal sentence. When the associative oc-
curs within a noun phrase constituent, the existence of the associative mark-
ed Ny is predicated in association with the antecedent noun Nx’ and thus the
associative postpositional phrase functions attributively to describe that
head noun antecedent. The syntactic scope of the associative is clearly not
sentential in this environment and is thus limited to the realm of the noun
phrase. The implication is that of an NX characterized by, existing with,

or possessing an Ny'

It is this use of the associative which led previous authors to analyze
this postposition as a suffix used to derive adjectives from nouns. Nouns
marked with the associative and functioning in the syntactic environment de-
scribed here as modifiers, were described as "derived adjectives".3 Such
observations were indeed true, especially since they were often made in ref-
erence to an obvious group of nouns having convenient adjectival counter-
parts in other languages. A typical, often-cited example is the Kanuri equiv
alent of 'hungry', which is kdnd+a , the "derived adjective" form of kdni
'hunger'. Similarly, kdndm+ma ‘'sleepy' is the "derived adjective" of
kdndm ‘'sleep'. It was usually the case in such descriptions that this was
represented as a unique morphological process, productive for a limited set
of nouns. No unified relationship was recorded between the suffix forming
an adjective from a noun and the great variety of other environments in
which a homophonous morpheme occurred. It is clear from the following exam-
ples, showing head nouns with associative marked modifiers, that in fact any

noun can occupy the Ny position and thus take on the modifier role.

(31) tdda kdnd +3 'a hungry child'
child hunger ASSOC

(32) lashd hér+ra 'a peaceful evening meal'
evening meal peace ASSOC

(33) shfl1éwl ngawuré+a 'a shooting star (with a tail)'
star tail ASSOC

3Lukas [1937:22-23] refers to the associative phrases described in this
section as "derived adjectives" and presented a great many examples. Like-
wise Cyffer [197L:32-33] presented examples and termed them "Adjektivierte
Nominalphrase".
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(34) na njt  duro kdské+a 'a place with/having plentiful rain-
place water falling easy ASSOC fall'
(35) kém kdml+nzd dégd+sd kingdna+a 'a man all four of whose wives have

man wife his four all money ASSOC money'

(36) maard slro+n am +ma 'an airplane with people inside it'’
plane inside at people ASSOC

When the associative is applied within the noun phrase to the negative

b4 ‘'there is/are not', the meaning is 'without' or 'not having'.

(37) k&m kdnd  ba +a +dé 'the man without hunger (well off)'
man hunger NEG ASSOC DET

(38) kém awd ba +a +dé 'the man who has nothing'
man thing NEG ASSOC DET

(39) shf bad +a +dé 'the one without it/that doesn't
it NEG ASSOC DET have any'

(40) bdri nlwa +ndm bs +3 +dé 'the meal in which you have no share'’

meal share your NEG ASSOC DET

Noun phrases having an adverbial meaning are produced with this same con-
stituent structure when the noun 'day' and/or the names of the days of the
week occur in the possible noun positions. The slightly altered PS of such

constructions can be depicted as NP = (N_) NP_ ASSOC. The NP_ position
adv X N y

is often occupied by the name of a day of the week, in which case the head

noun yfm 'day' may be omitted in the NX position.

(b1) yim 18dd +3 {sdkin 'I will come on Sunday'
day Sunday ASSOC come/1S IMPERF
(42) sdbdd 'he will go on Saturday'
Saturday ASSOC go}3S IMPERF
(43)  (ytm) 15t311n +na 'on Monday'
day Monday ASSOC
(Lk) mi+dé+é 'on that day'
45) yim £8r  4dd ndnd +3  +d4 'on the day that this horse died'

day horse this die/3S PRF ASSOC DET

(L6) yim débdo+a dsar 'it was in the afternoon around
afternoon ASSOC asar time'
(47)  (dunyd) gé1dgd +a 'next year, in a year'

world year ASSOC
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3.2.1. The associative in noun phrases of counting and measuring. The con-

stituent structure of the noun phrases treated in this subsection is again

NP = NPx NPy ASSOC. Here the difference in meaning results purely from
lexical selection, since NX and Ny are nouns of measurement, monetary quan-
tity, and number. In this context, the Nx position is taken by a number or a
counted noun describing money, telling time, or a measured quantity. The Ny
position is taken by a number. Ny thus exists with Nx, but since it is a
number, it is in addition to Nx' It is often the case that NX describes
whole measurable units and Ny the fractions or additional uneven parts of

whole units.

(L8) ndira fal kéwd fydwu+a 'one naira and fifty kobo'

(49) nadira dwu sdlé Yndf+3 'five naira and two shillings'

(50) f&m ind{ sdl& méwld+n wlsk{d+n+nd  'two pounds and eighteen shillings'
(51) s& méwl mint) méwl+n wlsk(+n+nd  '10:18 o'clock'

(52) s& méwld réta+a 'half past ten'

In a marketing situation, this same constituent structure is used to ex-
press the notion of 'worth' in measuring piled quantities of produce, etc.
Here in the modifier function, the associative postpositional phrase de-
scribes the worth of the measured quantity, which is the head noun antecedent
in Nx position.

(53) 4&dd K3rtd slle ndawd  +a 'how many shillings is this pile/
this pile shilling how much ASSOC measure worth?

(54) k3rtd sdlié YTndi+a 'a two shilling pile/measure’

If Ny occurs in this environment without its antecedent Nx’ the associative

postpositional phrase may take on the function of the entire noun phrase.
(55) sdlé+a 'a shilling's worth'

Genitive and possessive constructions of Kanuri involve the use of the
genitive postposition +b& , as in fatd Misa+bé 'Musa's house', kdrtd
[Uwdsar+b® ‘'a pile of onions'. To demonstrate the inherent difference in
this environment between the genitive and the associative postpositions, it

should be noted that with +b& , the noun phrase k&rtd sdlé Indf{+b& would



332 Studies in African Linguistics 11(3), 1980

mean literally 'two shilling coins in a pile', whereas with the associative,
k8rtd sil& Yndf+3 means 'a two shillings-worth pile'. One can however use

the genitive to connote 'worth' if the number is repeated, as in kértd sdlé
Ynd{ Yndi+bé .

Idiomatically, associative marked numbers occur in the expressions kd14
f41+13 'having one head' and cf t1I8+8 'having one mouth' and take on the
meaning ‘'at once' or 'at one blow'. Here the indirect postposition +rd is
suffixed to these expressions to render them adverbial in this context.

(56) jViwg Yngf K918 faI+I&+rd gy

rats two ct tV16+3+rd catch/38 PST

'he caught two rats at one blow'

3.2.2. The associative in "someone else" constructions. Again in this sub-

section, an attributive associative phrase follows a head noun antecedent within
the noun phrase. Here, however, the second noun position is always filled by
one of the generic human nouns kam 'person' or its plural &m 'people'.

The resulting associative phrase has a genitive-like meaning and refers to
something that either belongs to another person or is an inalienable body

part, in the generic sense, belonging to all people. Inside of the NP, the
associative predicates a person or people to be co-existing with the head

noun and thus implies that the head noun has a person associated with it,

i.e. belongs to or is part of someone.

(57) 410 kém+ma 'someone's/someone else's house'
(58) shtm k&m +ma +lan 'in the presence of others/in someone
eye person ASSOC in else's eyes'

Because of the generic sense and application of such associative phrases,
they occur frequently in the context of Kanuri proverbs.

(59) shim k&m+ma+d$, kazda+a 'other people's eyes, they have
eye person ASSOC DET spear ASSOC spears'

(60) miskd kdmtma+yé  nd radmma  z3gdmbinb
hand AGENT want/2S PRF scratch/3S NG IMPERF

'another person's/someone else's hand never scratches the place you
want'
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The fact that the syntactic scope of the associative in these constructions
is within the noun phrase is shown by the occurrence of the determiner in
(59) and the agentive postposition +y& in (60).

As was observed with regard to the examples in 3.L4.1, here also if Nx
does not occur, then the associative postpositional phrase may take on the

function of the entire noun phrase.

(61) kém+ma 'of or about someone else/other people'

(62) ké&m+ma ngdwl+rd manandmin 'you talk a lot of other people'
a lot talk/2S IMPERF

3.2.3. The associative within conjoined noun phrases.

Ps: NP = NPX ASSOC NPy ASSOC (NPO ASSOC)

Within complex noun phrases containing a series of conjoined noun phrases,
all of the conjoined constituents are marked with the associative postposi-

b Thus, while the scope of the associative postposition is still limit-

tion.
ed to being within the noun phrase, there is no head noun/modifier relation-
ship since all are associative-marked. The existence predicated by the as-

sociative is applied to each noun phrase and therefore equal co-existence is

implied.5

(63) MEdU+a Kashim+md kastwl+rd |&ydda 'Modu and Kashim went to the market'
market to go/3P PST

(64) AI1V+3 Shéttimd+d rékkd 1&z4i 'Ali and Shettima will go together'

together go/3P IMPERF

(65) mdtd+lan 1&t8+3 mdard+lan 1&t4+3 gadé
car by going plane by going different

'traveling by car and traveling by plane are quite different’'

“In this environment, when the associative postposition is suffixed to two
or more conjoined NPs, the SKO requires that a hyphen be used to indicate each
use of the associative and that final consonant gemination not be shown. For
the purposes of this paper however, I will violate the convention in order to
consistently show the ASSOC as a single morpheme.

SLukas described the morpheme -a as a "correlative conjunction" used to
conjoin a series of words [1937:145-146]. 1In his section "Zusammengesetzte
Nominalphrasen", Cyffer refers to the use of the associative to conjoin words
as an instance of his "kopulative Morphem" [19TL:46]. Cyffer does allude to
the possible relation between his "Adjektivierungsmorphem" -wa and his "ko-
pulative Morphem"” [19Th4:L6-LT].
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(66) kédml+a kwa+a+sé  1&fajtn 'he greets both women and men'
woman man  both greet/3S IMPERF

Two or more members of an associative-conjoined series may occur together
with a plural verb form in the passive-reflexive derivation. This derivation,
with its characteristic t affix, results in intransitive meanings derived
from underlying transitive verbs. Thus in the following examples we are
again dealing with the conjoined subjects of an intransitive proposition
structurally, even though the meanings are reciprocal. If one of the noun
phrases in such a reciprocal series is a pronoun, it is normally omitted.

2 N\

(67) Misa+a Fanta+a lefatdna 'Musa and Fanta greeted each other'

(68) Mdsa+a tdrdiyéna 'Musa and I saw each other/we and
Musa saw one another'

(69) bali tdrdiyén 'we will see each other tomorrow'

In verbless environments, the conjoined noun phrases may be used to ex-
press relationships of similarity and difference between two noun phrases.

\ ?

(70) kddnzd+a kakké+d gadégadé 'his and mine are different'

3.2.4. The associative in noun phrases expressing direction.

PS: NP = N Ny (ASSOC) LOC ASSOC, where Ny is a place noun
Examples involving the above structure appear to be somewhat idiomatic in

Kanuri, while still being quite productive. In its most productive use, the

Nx position in this structure is filled by the noun k3I4 'head'. Thus the

construction kd!4 kasdwl+n+nd , which might literally be translated as 'a

head characterized by/having at the market' comes to mean 'towards the mar-

ket'. GSome speakers consistently apply the associative postposition twice

in this environment, as is indicated by the (ASSOC) in the above schema.

They would thus prefer k314 kasdwl+a+n+na .

(71) k3148 ndé (+3) +n+na?® 'where are you heading?/where to?'
head where ASSOC at ASSOC

®Lukas referred to examples of this type involving the associative post-
position as instances of the "accusative suffix" [1937:20]. What Lukas and
others refer to as the "accusative case suffix" and record in the writing
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(72) k313 sdmi(+a)+n+nd 'upwards/towards the sky'

(73) k318 kdmblrdm+min+na 'to the right/rightwards'

That we are here dealing with a noun phrase, and not with an oblique ad-

verbial postpositional phrase is apparent from the examples in (T4).

(T4) a. k318 kaslwl(+a)+n+na léngtn 'I am going towards the market'
b. *kasldwl(+3)+n+nd léngin
c. kaslwl+rd léngin 'T am going to the market'
d. kaslwl+mbén léngtn 'I am going through/via the market'

It is clear from (74b) that the combination of postpositions LOC+ASSOC do not
function as normal adverbial oblique postpositions like those shown in (Tkc)
and (74d). The use of the associative always entails association with some-
thing, and here the head noun k3|4 with which it is associated is not op-
tional.

The nouns s&8d{ and c{df , which both mean 'earth, ground', have each
derived accreted noun forms through the affixation of the associative. There-

fore the nouns s8dfa and c{dfd have come to mean 'bottom, underneath'.

(75)  kd14 sédfa(+a)+n+n 'downwards/toward the bottom'
\
a)

a
k314 cfdfa(+ 3

+n+n

The directionality implied by this construction type may also be applied

temporally, connoting direction in time.

(76) slwa+n t4i kd13 flwlu+n+a+sd 'from morning onwards'
morning grab front all

3.2.5. The associative postposition in participle formation.

PS: NP = (pr) VPx ASSOC, where NPX is the subject of VPx

and V of VPx is in the imperfect aspect

The associative postposition may be affixed to the imperfect aspect of

system as -gé is in fact phonologically and, in all of its occurrences,
phonetically identical to the associative postposition being treated in this
paper.
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the verb to form a finite participle form.” This derived participle form al-
ways occurs dependently and usually describes an action which is simultane-
ous with the action of the subsequent matrix verb. The subject of the finite
participle form and that of the matrix verb are often identical. The Kanuri
imperfect aspect verb form, like all verb forms of the language, carries its
subject pronoun internally. Therefore, whether the subject of VPx is mani-
fested independently or not in sentence-initial position, the associative
postposition, as in all of its uses here under consideration, predicates the
existence of the action of the imperfect aspect verb form, in relation to a
noun phrase, in this case its subject noun phrase. This imperfect action
thus exists or is going on simultaneously with the action of the following
matrix verb, which may be completive or imperfect. Here is the complete

paradigm for the verb bl+ ‘'eat':

1S bukin+nd ... '(while) eating I ...'

2S bdmin+na ... '(while) eating you ...'

35 z8win+nd ... "(while) eating he/she ...'
1P bdiyén+nd ... '(while) eating we ...'

2P blwli+a ... '(while) eating you ...'

3P zdwintna ... '(while) eating they ...'

(77) tada kdskd +bé z8win+na ndpkond
son tree of eat ASSOC he sat down

'he sat down while eating a fruit'
(78) saasdi+a 1&yada 'they went away running'
run/3PASSOC go/3P PST
It is important to note that though this structure and its meaning lend
themselves to analysis as oblique adverbial phrases, they can in fact be re-
lated to the other modifying roles played by associative postpositional
phrases if the subject noun phrase is considered the head noun of a

noun phrase modified by the participle form.

7

It should ?e noted that Koelle [185L4:31-32] did relate this participle
use of my associative postposition to its use in the formation of what he
and Lukas after him referred to as "derived adjectives".
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k. Functional Relation of the Associative Postpositional Phrase to Subject
and Verb

The syntactic environments for the associative treated in this section
are separated from those described in section 3 because they are unique and
somewhat controversial. Some of the structures already analysed are re-exam-
ined here in verbal énvironments. In Kanuri, the following syntactic minimal

pair is possible, differing only with regard®to the (in)transitivity of the

verb.
(79) tdda+nzd+a kddio 'she/he came with her/his child'
(80) tAd3a+nzd+d cdrodd 'she/he saw her/his chiid!

In (79) the associative marked noun phrase is the companion of the subject,
and in (80) it is the object of the verb. In (79) the associative relates
the noun phrase to a pronominal subject. In (80) the associative is an ex-
ternal function marker, relating the NP of VP to the subject of the sentence
via the verb form.

It will be demonstrated that in the environment of an intransitive verb,
an associative marked NP functions either attributively to the subject NP,
or jointly with the subject NP, in carrying out the intransitive action. It
will be argued that in the environment of a transitive verb, the morpheme
which marks NP of VP (and is homophonous with the associative) is in fact the
associative postposition and not a different accusative-marking morpheme.
Furthermore, it will be argued that even though the intransitive and transi-
tive sentences may appear to have identical surface structures, the underly-
ing constituent structure of each entails that the associative marked NP be
part of the subject NP in the intransitive enviromnment and NP of VP in the

transitive environment.

4.1. Associative marked NP of subject NP in intransitive environments.

PS: NP = PP, where PP is
an associative postpositional phrase

8Here the associative postposition is marking the direct object of the
verb 'see'. 1In all other treatments of Kanuri syntax this morpheme, which is
homophonous with the associative, has not been related to it. Thus in other
treatments, and according to the SKO, it is normally written as —gé . Here
I will write it as the associative postposition, which I believe it to be.
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Kanuri is not a language which may express a "transitive'" notion with an
intransitive verb and an associative adpositional phrase ('come with'= ‘bring'
etc.). A plethora of distinct transitive verbs to express 'bring', 'take',
'carry', etc. exists and are preferred.

In reference to Hausa, Parsons [1962] referred to intransitive verbs tak-
ing the associative dd before a semantic direct object as "associative in-
transitive verbs". Members of that subset of intransitive verbs include
mantaa d& 'forget', tunda d3 'remember', kulda dd ‘'look after', and
rabda da 'break off with/from', among many others. According to Parsons
and his pair of examples cited below, in the environment of certain intransi-
tive verbs, change in constituent order may alter the semantic role of the
object of a preposition from that of presumably oblique companion of the sub-
Ject to that of understood direct object. He says:

"The difference between an associative and an ordinary intransitive
verb extended by da plus nominal is seen clearly in: yaa zoo da
dansa makaranta ‘'he has brought his son to school' [lit: 'he has come
with his son to school'], but yaa zoo makaranta da maatarsa ['he has
come to school with his wife']" [Parsons 1962:256; translations in
brackets mine].
Thus in languages such as Hausa one might argue that an innately oblique
preposition relates an NP to an intransitive verb and results in an essential-
ly transitive interpretation.

In Kanuri this is not possible. Such constituent order changes in Kanuri
can only result in a change of emphasis, topicality, etc. but not in a change
in (in)transitivity. One clear and important distinction between the Kanuri
associative postposition and comitative adpositions in other languages is
that it does not function as the marker of instrumentals. The locative
+(1a)n (Lukas' "ablative" case marker) functions as the means/instrumental
marker. The associative functions to associate noun phrases, and it is this
which explains its not occurring as an oblique part of the verb phrase in the
intransitive context. An associative-marked NP can only bear an oblique mod-
ifying relationship to a preceding NP, not to a verb. Nevertheless it is
safe to point out here that the occurrence of the associative in (80),

t4danzd3 cird 'she saw her child', is not a case of an extension of the func-
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tion of the associative based on its comitative role in (79), téadanzda kddlio
'she came with her child', where it indicates the companion of the subject.

In section 3, variations on the basic structure (NP(+ASSOC)) NP+ASSOC
were examined in different contexts. We are here dealing with the same
structure, but as it occurs in the simple verbal sentence. Because NPs ex-
hibiting this surface structure may come from different underlying structures,

a slight range of ambiguity may result as is the case in (81).

(81) a. kdml+nzd tdda+nzd+a kadYo?
wife his child her ASSOC come 3S PST
(1) 'his wife came with her child’
(ii) 'his wife that has a child came’
b, kdml+nzd+dd tdda+nzdé+a kddio 'that wife of his came with her
DET child’
c. kdml+nzd tidda+nzé+a+dd kidio 'his wife that has a child came'
DET
d. kdmd+nz8+dd, tdda+nzd+3+dd, kddio 'that wife of his, the one that
DET DET has a child, came'

Readings (8la, i and ii) are structurally disambiguated in (81b) and
(81c) respectively. They represent two variations on the underlying complex
noun phrase structure. In (8lb) the head noun phrase is set off with a de-
terminer and is modified by the following postpositional phrase, as in NP =
NP PP, whereas in (8lc), the head noun cannot be marked by a determiner
since it is functioning as the head of a restrictive relative clause con-
struction. There the associative postpositional phrase is part of the de-
terminer element of the complex NP and comes from an underlying sentential

10

relative clause. In (814) the pauses and determination of both parts of

the complex NP indicate an appositive non-restrictive relative clause con-

9In (8la), one could argue that the implication is that the wife
"brought" her child, but only to the same degree that this is implied by its
English translation.

107pe analysis I have presented to distinguish the underlying structure
of such pairs differs from that proposed by Cyffer [197L:32]. He treats ex-
amples like (8lc) as relative clauses, just as I have proposed. However, he
considers the postpositional phrase of accompaniment in (81b) to be an ob-
lique constituent of the verb phrase, thus an adverbial constituent rather
than a modifier of the subject noun phrase as I have proposed.



struction.

Equal accompaniment, without the dependence relationship of examples like
(8la), is reflected with a plural verb form and co-existing conjoined sub-
ject NPs, each marked by the associative postposition.

(82) MAdU+a tdda+nzd+a(sd) kadhd '(both) Modu and his child came'
child his all come/3P PST

In the environment of a plural verb form, if one of the coordinated NPs in

the series is a pronoun and omitted, then the utterance may be ambiguous

(when taken out of context) between the dependent accompaniment reading and

the equal accompaniment reading. In (83a) the omitted anaphorically under-

stood pronoun is shown in parentheses. In (83d), a singular verb form is

required.
(83) a. (sand{) tada+nzd+a kdshd 'they came with his child'
they
b. (sandf+3) tdda+nz8+3 kdshd 'they and his child came’
c. (shf+3a) tdda+nzd+a késhd 'he and his son came'
he

d. *(shf) tadd+nzé+d kdshd

In (84), the implication is either one of accompaniment by his wife or one of

the state of having a wife, i.e. of being married.

(84) kdml+nzd+a | éwdnd 'he went with his wife/he went married’
wife his ASSOC go/3S PST

4.2. Major constituent marking by the postpositions. Though a number of

authors have described what have been referred to as the "nominative" and
"accusative" case suffixes of Kanuri, there has yet to appear a satisfactory
scientific explanation of their nature or of when they are and are not re-
quired to mark major noun phrase constituents in verbal sentences. Koelle
[1854:173-17L] described the "accusative'" as follows:
"The accusative termination which seems to be often short, is as fre-
quently omitted as it is used, because this case can generally be eas-
ily known from the context, even without distinction of form. It is

especially under the following circumstances that the accusative
termination can be omitted, without producing the slightest ambiguity -
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1. When the subject is distinguished by the nominative termination -

2. When the subject stands before the object and verb - ...

3. When the objective inflection of the verb points out the accusa-
tive - ..."

Similarly, Lukas [1937:17] introduced the '"nominative" and "accusative" cases
by stating,
"The nominative and accusative suffixes ( -ye , -ga ) are often omit-
ted; they must be used, however, if the word-order would otherwise

cause ambiguity, i.e. if it is not clear which noun is subject and
which object ..."

When discussing "word-order" and the "use of the case-suffixes" he states,

"The nominative suffix is often omitted. The accusative suffix is

often omitted, though not with personal pronouns ... But it is some-

times advisable, and sometimes even necessary to use at least one of

these suffixes if (1) It would not otherwise be clear from the word-

order what is subject and what is object ... (2) If the subject is

followed by a qualified object, ..." [1937:1L9]
Cyffer referred to them both as "Funktionsmorphem" [19TL4:4L-L5] and presented
a similar explanation, adding that the "Funktionsmorpheme" is always deleted
"wenn das Objekt ein Interrogative-Morphem als Zentrum oder als nominale Er-
weiterung enthalt" [1974:108]. Thus, more than a century since the time of
Koelle's writing, it is still the basic tenets of his description that are
used to describe the Kanuri 'case" system.

I argue, however, that Kanuri does not have a case-marking system. In

Hutchison [1976:22] these two "case suffixes" of Kanuri were referred to as
the "agentive" and the "direct object" postpositions. Lt is here being pro-

”

posed that a "direct object postposition’ does not exist. 1n the following

examples, direct object pronouns are obligatorily marked with the associa-

tive postposition.11

Llgor the purpose of consistency and in violation of the SKO, the post-
position marking these direct objects is written as the associative +(c+)a ,
rather than as +gé , which has been referred to as the accusative case suf-
fix. The hypothesis that the associative is also the direct object marker
would explain why we experienced so much difficulty in Nigeria teaching
Kanuri school teachers and others to make the orthographical distinction
among the associative +3 , the direct object marker +gé , and the other
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(85) shi+a kdnd +yé cfta 'he was stricken by hunger'
he ASSOC hunger AG grab/3S PST

(86) sandf+a |&fané 'greet them'

they ASSOC greet/2S IMPER
If non-pronoun direct objects are substituted for the independent pronouns in
(85) and (86), it is apparent that only the fronted object in (85') below is
marked with the associative postposition, whereas it is not marked in (86').
This is because in (85') the 0SV order has been selected for pragmatic rea-
sons, in violation of the canonical SOV order. There associative marking of
a (pro)noun object is paired with marking of the out-of-order subject by the
agent postposition +yé .
(85') AIY & kdna y& clta 'Ali was stricken by hunger'!?

n

(86') Mlsa l&fané 'greet Musa'

The uses of the agent and associative postpositions to mark subjects and ob-
Jjects respectively are clearly inter-related.

In (85) and (86) the associative postposition is not within a complex NP
in an NP modifier position but rather has as its scope an entire NP consti-
tuent. In order to explain the above tentative observations, it is necessary
to examine other such environments where the associative also sets off an en-
tire NP. In the following subsection, the use of the associative to left-
dislocate NPs is used to explain its role in marking direct objects under

certain conditions.

4.3. The semantics of the associative and left-dislocation. I hope it is

apparent that the semantic role of the associative is always a reflex of its

ways in which the associative is written in subordinate clause constructions.
For reasons of supposed grammatical clarity, the SKO, which I helped develop,
writes what I am here proposing as one morpheme in at least four different
ways.

127 youla argue that the OSV order together with obligatory postposition-
al marking of both major NP constituents represents the Kanuri equivalent of
a passive construction with an expressed agent. Intransitive passives in
which a semantic object occurs as the subject are derived from transitive
verbs through the III passive-reflexive derivation of the verb [Lukas 1937:
93 ff]. In the latter environment no agent may be expressed.
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syntactic position and scope, i.e. whether it stands alone or is preceded
and/or followed by another constituent. It has been observed that when pre-
ceded by a governing constituent, the scope of the associative phrase is mod-
ified and the existence predicated in association with that preceding constit-
uent. It will here be argued that elsewhere, in non-modifying roles, where
the scope of the associative postposition is the entire constituent, that the
associative-marked constituent is in some way dislocated from a following
predicate. This dislocation is related to movement toward sentence-initial
position. It will be demonstrated later in this subsection that associative-
marked object noun phrases can be explained as dislocated constituents.

The following examples demonstrate the role of the associative postposi-
tion in left-dislocating entire constituents. Constituents dislocated in

this way have often been referred to as '"topicalized".

(87) a. Al barémé 'Ali is a farmer'
AlY+3 barémd '"As for Ali he's a farmer'
ASS0C
(83) a. shi kasdwl+lan 'he is at the market'
he market at
b. shf+a kaslwl+lan 'as for him he's at the market'
ASSOC
(89) a. ndngdnyf 'T don't know'
wd nongdnyf 'me I don't know (and e.g. don't ask
I me again)'’
c. wil+a nongdny f 'as for me I don't know'
ASSOC
(90) kl+a l&ngtnbd 'as for today I won't go'

ASSOC go/1S NEG IMPF

From the finite verb forms in (89a) and (90), it is apparent that the
Kanuri verb form carries root, aspect, and subJect pronoun morphemes. The
verb is thus synthetic and sentential and can as well carry all the noun
phrase arguments of the sentence. It is clear in (89) that the subject pro-
noun is manifested independently to emphasize or topicalize it.

Similarly, in neutral, unmarked enviromments, it is natural with a tran-

sitive verb for first and second person objects to be manifested only as af-
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fixes to the finite verb form with the comparable third person object forms
having no overt marking. The independent pronoun objects are therefore ex-

cluded from the normal anaphoric conditions of an utterance.

(91) a. ridkdna 'T saw it/him/her’
see/1S PRF
b. shi+d rdkéna 'him/her/it I saw (him/her/it)'
(92) a. nzd+rdkdna 'T saw you'
OBJ
b. nyf+3 (nzd+)rdkdna 'you I saw (you)'
you

Thus, the use of the associative applies here to constituents which are
moved leftward out of their normal, typologically-predicted position. The
required use of the associative postposition to mark independent pronoun di-
rect object can be perhaps understood in this light. According to the pres-
ent analysis, the associative marked direct objects not because it is an ac-
cusative case marker, but rather because the independent occurrence of the
object represents a dislocation from its neutral position "inside" the finite
verb form. Non-pronoun subjects and direct objects are normally not marked
by any postposition when they occur in their neutral positions. Either may
be associative-marked when left-dislocated.

In Chafe [1976] are described the cognitive statuses that nouns can have
in discourse, depending upon the "packaging" given them by the speaker for
the purposes of the utterance context. In Kanuri, a constituent that is dis-
located and marked by the associative postposition is marked as having a ref-
erent that carries one or more of Chafe's six statuses: (1) givenness, (2)
contrastiveness, (3) definiteness, (4) subject, (5) topic, and (6) point of
view/empathy. The semantic reasons for the use of the associative to left-
dislocate are based in these statuses, especially the statuses givenness,

contrastiveness, and point of view/empathy.

5. Left Dislocation and the Case for Subordination

It has been shown that the associative postposition is used in conjunc-
tion with left-dislocation of noun phrase constituents for the purpose of

contrastive focus and for other semantic reasons. It was observed that the
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occurrence of OSV order represents a case of left-dislocation in which a dis-
located direct object must be marked with the associative, reflecting its se-
mantic prominence. Further, in Kanuri as in many other languages, subordin-
ated adverbial clauses represent another instance of left-dislocation. In
sentence-initial position, the existence predicated by the associative post-
position in marking such constituents may be interpretable not only with the
contrastive focus "as for" type of reading, but also with a "given" reading
or a conditional "if" type of reading. The associative marks whatever pre-
cedes it as a real or unreal given in the utterance context, to be followed
by the new information based on that given in the following main predicate.

A conditional interpretation establishes the scene just as does NP topicaliz-
ation. In Kanuri there is no overt syntactic distinction between the two so
that in sentence-initial position the structure NP+ASSOC (,) may be inter-
preted in either way as in the following example.

(93) nyf+a (,) abfl dimin? 'as for you(,) what will/would you do/
you ASSOC what do/2S IMPERF are you doing?

if it were you(,) what would you do?'
For some speakers the dislocative pause (represented in parentheses by the
comma) is optional and often excluded for the topicalized NP reading and con-
sistently included for the conditional 'if' reading. In both readings of
(93) the associative predicates the existence of the dislocated subject pro-
noun as the given antecedent to the following predicate, whether it be inter-
preted as an NP topic or a hypothetical conditional.

The postpositional subordinator of "conditional" clauses of Kanuri (which
is homophonous with the associative) has been analyzed as a distinct "condi-
tional" morpheme in other treatments of Kanuri syntax [Lukas 1937:159-160].
The present analysis proposes that one morpheme, the associative postposition,
also occurs as the subordinator of conditional clauses.

Kanuri is not the first language for which a significant syntactic and
semantic relation between topic constructions and adverbial clause construc-
tions has been proposed. In his treatment of Ngizim syntax, Schuh justified
treating topicalized noun phrases together with sentence level adverbs not

only because of their syntactic similarity but also due to their "semantic
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commonality", since both construction types "state antecedent conditions to
the main clause, bring into the foreground some aspect of the main clause,
or both" [Schuh 1972:323]. Thompson [1977:32-38] wrote that in many lan-

guages both adverbial clauses and topics:

(1) are sentence-initial;
(2) need not be an argument of the main predication;

(3) perform the discourse dependent role of linking an antecedent to
a main clause;

(4) (& la Chafe [1976]) set a "spatial, temporal or individual frame-
work within which the main predication holds";

(5) are definite.

As a subordinator of adverbial clauses the associative subordinates all
"conditional" clauses, as well as generic "when/whenever" clauses, and
"given that/since" clauses which have been referred to as "absolutive' or
"circumstance" clauses. When an entire clause is set off by the associative
and the contrastive focus reading is therefore not possible, the semantic
distinctions between, for example, a "given" real clause and a "given" un-
real clause are determined by the structure of the clause and/or the aspect
of the verb within the clause. In general, associative-subordinated clauses

are of the following structure:
CLAUSE + ASSOC MAIN PREDICATE = if/when/given + CLAUSE (then) MAIN PREDICATE

5.1. Associative subordination of sentential adverbial clauses. Associative-

subordinated non-verbal clauses are interpreted either as hypothetical or
counterfactual conditional clauses. In the absence of overt counterfactual
marking, the following example may be interpretable in either way when taken
out of context.
(94) shf mai+a wd yé gallwlngin

he king ASSOC I too get rich/1S IMPERF

a. 'if he is king I too will become rich'

b. '"if he were king I too would become rich’

The adverbial noun ca& referring to a former, no longer existent state, or

to one that is contradicted by present reality, may precede the associative-



The Kanuri Associative Postposition 3h7

subordinated clause as the overt marker of the counterfactual condition as
shown in (95). Its occurrence may be duplicated in the main clause or
matched by kUwd 'by now'.
(95) cA shi mai+d (ca/kiwd) wd yé gallwlngdnd

get rich/1S PRF

'if he were/had been king I too would have gotten rich by now'

In (96a) the same subordinate clause has been marked as nominalized and real/
definite in the utterance context through the application of the determiner
+dd , followed by the associative. This determiner plays a significant role
in associative subordination both for non-verbal and verbal clauses. As a
marker of definiteness or identifiability, it may identify a constituent as
a resumptive topic in a conversation or discourse. Its occurrence in rela-
tive clause-final position has led some to refer to it as a relative pronoun,
rooted in a demonstrative just as is the English relative 'that'. Associa-
tive-subordinated clauses in which +dé occurs in clause-final position be-
fore the subordinator are factive adverbial clauses and lend themselves to
interpretation in English as "given that" or "since (it is true that)"
clauses. The determiner +d4 never occurs in counterfactual clauses.
(96) a. shi mdi+dd+a wi yé gallwlngin ‘'given (the fact) that/since he
DET ASS0C is king I too will become rich'
b. ¥c& shf mai+dé+d wd yé gallwlingin

Associative-subordinated verbal clauses may similarly have a hypothetical,
counterfactual, and a real factive interpretation, depending upon which as-
pect of the verb occurs within the clause and whether or not the clause is
factually marked with the determiner +dé . Certain verb aspects and clause
structures may also lend themselves to interpretation as predictive, generic,
and absolutive/circumstance clauses.

The interaction of the meaning of the associative with the structure of
the subordinated clause and its verb aspect is clear from the following ex-
amples. It is apparent that what in other languages is carried out through
the variation of subordinators is effected in Kanuri by variation of verb

aspect.
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( ¢cd ) IMPERFECT ASPECT CLAUSE (+DET)

stldyin+na nji sdwidé
A A LN Y Y ) ’ LR )
ca suluyintna nji suwtdin

sulldyin+dé+a fan+ndé+ro fshin

( cd ) NEGATIVE COMPLETIVE CLAUSE (+DET)

suldwlnyf+a féton fandémin
cad suldwlnyf+a kiwd cfdandé tamonyéna
sUldwliny f+dd+a kd1éwa gdnyf

PERFECT CLAUSE (+DET) +ASSOC

’ _r

na+d kdmd+nzé+ro wot Tya+dé yé
cad suldwlnd+a kiwd fan+ny{+rd nazdgédnad
suldwind+dé+a lényéndé yayé kél

PAST TENSE CLAUSE +ASSOC

cdldwd+a aré wi+rd gullé
ca clldwo+a kuwd kaslwl+lan clhrikd

VERB EMPHASIS COMPLETIVE +ASSOC!*

suldyf+3 nd+ndm+rd 1&jin

Assoc!s

'1f he is going out he should bring
back water'

'if he were going out he would bring
back water'

'since he is going out he will come
to our house'
+ASSOC

'if he hasn't gone out you'll find him
at home'

'if he hadn't gone out we would have
finished our work by now'

'since he hasn't come out something is
wrong'

'if he has gone out give the letter
to his wife'

'if he had gone out he would have
reached my house by now'

'since he has gone out we might as
well go'

'as soon as/when/if he comes out come
and tell me'

'had he gone out I would have seen
him in the market by now'

'when he goes out he goes/will go to
your place'

131t should be pointed out that subordinate clauses marked as nominalized,

etc. by the determiner +dd

only occur in those verb aspects which may occur

in relative clauses, i.e. the imperfect, the negative imperfect, the perfect,

and the negative completive.

731,

For a discussion of this cf. Hutchison [1976:72-

14Dhis aspect of the verb, i.e. the verb emphasis completive (Lukas' pre-
dictive) plus the associative postposition, is referred to by Lukas as the
"Dependent Future" [Lukas 1937:71] and is written by Lukas and in the SKO with
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( c& ) NOUN EMPHASIS COMPLETIVE +ASSOC
1sé 'if/when HE comes out/has come out tell
him to come here'

shi+md sUllwo+d gullé

ch shi+md sullwd+d kuwd tdrdiyéna "if HE had come out we would have seen
each other by now'

5.2. The relation between topics and conditional clauses. In an important

article, Haiman [1978] suggested that conditional clauses and topics may be
related in a great many languages. He established the following definitions
for each:

"A conditional clause is (perhaps only hypothetically) a part of the

knowledge shared by the speaker and his listener. As such, it constitutes
the framework which has been selected for the following discourse" (p.583).

"The topic represents an entity whose existence is agreed upon by the
speaker and his audience. As such, it constitutes the framework which
has been selected for the following discourse" (p.585).
Haiman argues that topics, like conditional clauses, are presuppositions of
their sentences, and subsequently that presuppositions are "reducible to pre-
suppositions of existence" (p.586).

The Kanuri evidence provides indubitable support for the Haiman hypothesis.
Both topics and conditional clauses of Kanuri are marked syntactically through
left dislocation, their existence being predicated by the associative post-
position. There is no overt syntactic marker in Kanuri to distinguish a left
dislocated NP interpreted as contrastively focused from the same constituent
interpreted conditionally. The fact that these construction types, as well
as the complete spectrum of non-verbal and verbal clauses (cf. 5.1) are all
designated for their respective rcles through marking by the same associative

postpositioin, clearly documents their syntactic and semantic similarity in

Kanuri.

the suffix +yé . Lukas treats +yé as another morpheme distinct both from
the conditional +ga , the accusative +g3 , and the "derived adjective suf-
fix" +(C+)a . Here 1 have written this form of associative subordination as

h . . 3 3
+a , since I propose it is the same associative morpheme.



6. Conclusion

It has been the purpose of this paper to demonstrate first of all that
there is only one morpheme +(C+)a in the Kanuri language, instead of the
three or more different morphemes that have traditionally been proposed.
Second, I have tried to show how a single morpheme with the basic meaning
that has been described for the associative postposition, could feasibly
carry out all of the functions ascribed to the (traditionally proposed) dif-
ferent homophonous morphemes.

I have suggested that the associative asserts the existence of a constit-
uent which it marks and that the semantics of this predication is everywhere
determined by the syntactic position and role of the constituent it marks,
both with regard to order and syntactic hierarchy. When nothing precedes
and nothing follows an associative-marked constituent, the existence of that
constituent is asserted in relation to the world as shown in 3.1. When pre-
ceded by a governing constituent (whether a subject noun phrase as in 3.1 or
the head noun of a complex NP as in 3.2), then the existence of the associa-
tive-marked constituent is predicated in relation to the preceding governing
constituent in a modifying function. In the environment of an intransitive
verb, it was shown that the associative-marked constituent exists with the
subject of the verb either as its companion or as its modifier in a relative
clause construction as described in 4.1. 1In the environment of a transitive
verb, it was shown that direct object pronouns and non-pronouns are obliga-
torily marked with the associative postposition when left-dislocated, either
leftward out of their canonical position within the finite verb form, or
leftward from pre-verb position past the subject NP to OSV position, as in
4,2, It was shown that any NP can be left-dislocated and marked with the
associative to mark it as a topic in sentence-initial position, as in L4.3.

Finally, it was shown that there are environments in which a left-dislo-
cated constituent may be interpreted either as a topicalized NP or as a con-
dition on the following main predicate (cf. 5). The lack of any overt syn-
tactic marker in Kanuri to distinguish these two interpretations was used to
introduce the role of the associative postposition as subordinator of a wide

range of subordinate clause types (cf. 5.1), among them what have tradition-
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ally been referred to as "conditional" clauses. Finally, the fact that (left-)
dislocated conditionals and topics are both enveloped in the wide range of
functions of the associative postposition was shown to be significant in

light of recent documentation of similar relationships in other languages

(cf. 5.2). It is hoped that the proposed unity of the seemingly incongruous
spectrum of functions of the associative postposition in Kanuri may contri-
bute to the reconsideration of the status of morphemes of this type and the

constructions in which they occur in other languages.
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